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May	  9,	  2014	  

 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20500 
 
Dear Mr. President, 

May 15, 2014 marks another milestone in the continuum of commemoration to 
the 2001 September 11th terrorist attacks on our nation – the dedication of the 9/11 
Museum in New York City, which you are attending.  Indeed, as we look back on that 
horrific day after almost thirteen years, for many Americans, it remains a source of 
enormous traumatic loss and grief, in fact, an ocean of grief. It is part of our history and 
our lives today. The losses are felt today by three generations of families, and the losses 
did not end with those who were murdered at the World Trade Center, the Pentagon or  
Shanksville, PA.  

Mr. President, next week, you will join the invited guests and media at the 
Museum’s opening.  As you stand there on hallowed ground, we would like to remind 
you of what happened on that very site where an act of war occurred for which none of 
us were in the least prepared or forewarned. In fact, for those who were there or lost 
loved ones, a battle zone of unexpected and extreme violence best describes the 
experience itself. 

A beautiful September morning was at once transformed into a life and death hell 
on earth, followed by what looked like a nuclear winter after the collapse of the Twin 
Towers.  Mr. President, on September 11, 2001, a massacre occurred on that very spot 
where you will meet the invited guests. Three thousand souls were brutally annihilated.   

On the floors above impact, the fates of over 600 innocent victims were sealed. 
Almost 200 desperate people, realizing there were no rescue attempts being made or a 
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stairwell left intact for their escape, chose to end their lives, not by immolation, but by 
suicide, jumping to their deaths. 

Their broken bodies splattered against the street below and on the plate glass at 
ground level for everyone on the inside of those windows to witness. With each suicide 
came a horrifying thud. One after the other could be heard hitting the ground.  The 
sound of bodies hitting the cement was followed by screams from the observing and 
helpless public as they watched their colleagues, friends and total strangers kill 
themselves and their bodies torn apart, rather than burn alive.  

The ground you will stand on next week violently trembled, like an earthquake. 

When the smoke cleared and the fires extinguished from all three sites, nearly 
3,000 children were left mourning the death of their murdered parent – children from 4 
days old and several not yet born, were left to navigate their childhood with grief and the 
fear of terrorism in their hearts.  

Then there was the continued death toll after the attacks: 12 years later, 
thousands of sick and dying rescue workers, first responders and survivors, thousands 
of destroyed and snuffed out soldiers’ lives from Iraq and Afghanistan.  And, what 
matters the least to a terrorist victim but nevertheless an enormous burden to the 
American people, are the trillions spent, lost and stolen.  

The Museum is more than a place of tribute, artifacts, the told and untold stories; 
it is a gravesite for those killed in the World Trade Center, without headstones or 
markers.  Behind the walls of the 9/11 Museum nearly 8,000 unidentified body parts are 
interred. Many victims’ family members have no remains to bring home to a final 
resting place and were given only scoops of dirt from the site in lieu of their loved ones. 

Grieving parents and spouses have been notified by the Medical Examiner’s office 
countless times over the past decade with the identification of bone fragments and body 
parts of their beloved children and soul mates.  With extraordinary strength, they 
opened their loved ones grave, over and over and over again. Our loved ones were 
dismembered and returned in pieces – or not at all. These are the grim realities of 
9/11. 

Like the horrendous crimes of the holocaust, the affect on us of those brutally 
murdered victims in New York City, the Pentagon and Shanksville PA. will be with us for 
generations.  

Mr. President, we implore you to not just visit and pay your respects to our 
Museum and home of our loved ones unidentifiable remains.  Remember how they died. 
Consider very carefully the unspeakable pain and suffering they and we endured. Lead 
us in our fight for justice against those responsible for these murderous crimes and for 



	   3	  

the whole truth about those financially responsible for 9/11, no matter who they may 
be.  

On behalf of all 9/11 victims’ family members and survivors, please stand with us 
in our country’s need to know the whole truth—now.  Please declassify the 28 redacted 
pages of the Joint Inquiry into Intelligence Activities Before and After the Terrorist 
Attacks of September 11, 2001 ordered signed into secrecy by then President George W. 
Bush. Please do that for the victims and all Americans. 

More than 12 years later, the subjects of those 28 pages remain free to continue 
their funding of terrorism with impunity.  Recent acts of terrorism in Syria and Nigeria 
demonstrate the unchecked growth of al Qaeda and the ongoing financial support of 
extraordinary brutality across the globe. These organizations cannot and will not 
operate if we take action against those who provide the funds necessary for them to 
carry out terrorism.  

Please stand with us, for the justice our loved ones deserve and give victims, their 
families and survivors of terrorism the necessary tools to hold accountable the 
bankrollers of 9/11 and all financiers of terrorist attacks against Americans through the 
passage of the Justice Against the Sponsors of Terrorism Act, JASTA - 
S.1535/H.R.3143. Cutting off the money supply to terrorist organizations like al Qaeda is 
a strong deterrent and one we should use with the full force of the law behind us.   

And finally, we enthusiastically welcome the opportunity to meet with you very 
soon to discuss these important and urgent matters. Thank you for your service to our 
country. 

Respectfully, 

 

National Co-Chairs of 9/11 Families United for Justice Against Terrorism 

 

                                Terry Strada                                             Sharon Premoli 
                                9/11 Widow                                              9/11 Survivor 

                                                                                                  

See: http://www.justiceagainstterrorism.org 

 

 


